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President’s Message 

On the way home from work yesterday, I listened to a radio spot 
offering medication to help workers deal with “shift worker 
disorder”.  Having spent my share of work time on swings and 
graveyards, I scoffed at the very idea. I brought the subject up 
with my wife Heidi, a former labor representative turned massage 
therapist. She informed in no uncertain terms that humans were 
meant to sleep at night, not toil away in the dark. My wife then 
explained that humans have not evolved sufficiently to overcome our 
habit of getting up with the sun and going to bed when it’s dark. So 
we turn to medication for a solution. Hmmmmm. 

I left the breakfast table chastised, but it got me to thinking. 

Fishermen are now approaching that time of year when we suffer 
from “fishing deprivation disorder”. Think about it. Since time began, 
we experienced fishing all year long in a natural cycle. No artificial 
seasons, no regulations, no limits, stream closures and other 
restrictions imposed on us by bureaucrats clueless to our genetic 
heritage of an uninterrupted, unregulated fishing existence. There 
we were, fishing in harmony with nature until some do- gooder comes 
along and disrupts the natural order. This revelation may explain 
some of what may be considered abnormal winter behavior. Ice 
fishermen should be viewed with sympathy, not as deranged fishing 
obsessed lunatics. They are simply responding to the call of their 
ancestral roots.  And why do otherwise sour faced grumpy old men 
become jovial again when we converge on winter Sportsman fishing 
expositions and the Fly Fishing Show?   I think I’ll take the price of 
admission to shows as a medical expense deduction on my tax return 
this year. Same goes for the bottles of Scotch and Irish whiskey I 
will use as a substitute for an as yet undeveloped medication to help 
me cope until I can once again connect with the natural order of 
things on opening day. 

It’s going to be a long winter.     - Karl 

 

Photos from the Sportsman Expo 



 

  Dave’s Fishing Report 

The Sierra streams have finally come into reasonable shape for dry fly fishing, just in time to have some serious 
storms come in this week. Pyramid creek fished quite well in the lower stretch. The more difficult the brush, the 
more fish were to be found. However, more often than not the fish were easily spooked trying to make a decent 
presentation. Quite challenging!  Gerle Creek had fish in the riffles and tail-outs with lots of rejections and brief 
hook-ups. The trout in the slower pools wouldn't even think about hitting our presentations despite the numerous 
rise forms showing.  All in all, these streams did produce rainbows and browns respectively. #14 and 16 renegades 
were the offerings of choice for us, although Molly did land a few on a small Humpy.  Jeff landed the biggest 
brown with a nice 13"er. 

Jeff and I also fished Slab Creek Reservoir one late afternoon and did quite well on the squawfish. They seemed 
to be grouped in pockets, especially in areas with debris on the water’s edge. We were casting #8 copper crystal 
buggers with #3 sink lines with a 4x tippet up against the shore and when we found willing fish the action was 
consistently good. Lots of 10-12" fish but a good quantity of 16-17" fish as well. The bigger fish fought very well. 
That fishery should produce very well for the next 2 months while the water stays warmish.  Trout will start to 
appear closer to the surface once the water cools off again, in December. 

Bass and bluegills are still fishing well in the evenings. We did have a fair afternoons fishing a few weeks ago, 
fishing from 11-3.  I landed 2 nice 2 and 3 pound bass in the first 15 minutes of throwing a white flashtail gurgler 
up against the shore. But the action on the bigger fly subsided after that and I could only land one more 3-4 pound 
bass after the initial two. I changed to a smaller frog colored popper and landed several smaller bass, a few large 
bluegills and a few smaller bluegills. Jeff started with a small white popper with rubber legs and was constantly 
releasing bluegills and bass. Some of the bluegills were in the 9-10" range which put a good bend in his rod. 
Definitely fought harder than the 9-10" bass. 

Well that's it for September.  Tight lines to you all.   

      

Fishing Gerle Creek 
on September 20th 
with Dave and Molly 



 

  Fishing Gerle Creek on October 3.  It was cold but Molly landed two 13 inch 
browns (I fumbled the photos) before it started to rain.  

Dave at Pyramid Creek 



 

  October Meeting 

The October meeting is a joint meeting with TU on the third Thursday -

October 20th.  The meeting will be in the rear of the USFS Offices on 
Briw Road in Placerville.  Briw is off of Forni and across the freeway from 
Denny’s, turn and go up past the Midas shop and it’s the next set of 
buildings on the right. Drive around to the back for parking. 

 

Dave with an 18in Squawfish on Slab 
Creek Res.  

Top water Bass on a Mosquito pond 



Surface Flies for Smallmouth 
by Bob Clouser  

"Casting a floating fly and watching the take, whether it's a busting strike or a simple gentle sip, still gives me goosebumps." 

 

For my smallmouth fishing, I switch between an EZ Popper (shown here) and a Floating Minnow, depending on how the fish react 
to the flies. An EZ Popper creates a lot of disturbance; the Floating Minnow is more subtle. 

Surface Presentations 

CASTING A FLOATING FLY and watching the take, whether it’s a busting strike or a simple gentle sip, still gives me 
goosebumps. Smallmouth are a great gamefish because they attack flies on the surface, and nothing beats the visual excitement 
of fishing a floating fly for smallmouth in clear water where you can watch the fish follow and swallow your fly. Surface flies are 
such an important part of fishing for smallmouth that fly fishing for smallmouth bass used to be called popping bug fishing. Most 
people never bothered with sunken flies for bass. 

Surface flies can be used to match the hatch when aquatic insects such as mayflies and caddis or terrestrials such as hoppers 
and ants are on the water. They can also be used to match minnows swimming close to the surface because they are crippled or 
perhaps feeding on the surface on emerging bugs. But surface flies can also be used when nothing is going on. Few things in 
nature that move across the surface of the water can’t be eaten by bass. Who knows what the bass takes your popper for, but one 
thing is true: A lure chugging across the surface is often hard for a bass to resist, and even when you aren’t catching fish, casting 
and watching a popper chug along the surface of the water is fun. 

Many different styles of surface flies have been designed to be fished in a certain way, at a specific water depth, or to present a 
different characteristic. Each style of fly is best suited to match particular water conditions, the mood of the fish, and the way in 
which the fly is retrieved. As with many other things, however, there are no hard-and-fast rules; flies designed as streamers, such 
as the Muddler Minnow, can be fished on the surface, and flies designed for the surface can be fished on sinking lines. I’ll talk 
about poppers, divers, floating minnows and sliders, and trout-style dry flies. These are the styles of flies that have been effective 
for me over the years. Other anglers have good luck with surface flies with small propellers added, like the Jitterbug bass fly; 
blades to make them dive, like the Rapala lures; or the Crease Flies designed by Joe Blados. These flies work, and as with all 
things in fly fishing, fly selection has as much to do with the angler’s preferences as it does with the fish. I like to keep my fly 
selection as simple as possible. 
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Smallmouth, like trout, rise selectively to insects on the surface, but more often than not, they can be induced to take most any fly. 
For smallmouth bass, flies designed to look like the natural usually do not work as well as the ones that mimic their movements. 
Surface flies that imitate struggling insects or crippled baitfish disturb the water’s surface, and they provoke strikes even though 
they really do not look like baitfish. Bass respond well to movement, so a fly skittered or twitched on the surface often gets the fish 
to bite. But the type of movement often can make a difference. At times, noisy surface activity spooks smallmouth, whereas quiet 
presentations entice a hit. You can control the way the surface fly moves through a combination of retrieves and fly design. 

Retrieves 

Presentation, accuracy, and action are important factors in successful bug fishing. Just because a particular technique worked 

one time doesn’t mean it will be productive the next. Sometimes bass like a bug chugged across the water’s surface. Other times 

they only take a dead-drifting fly that is twitched periodically. Once I was pulling a boat with some clients into a cove between a 

series of rock ledges when I spotted bass busting up a school of baitfish. After I had brought the boat into casting distance, the 

angler in the bow cast his topwater bug toward the commotion caused by the feeding bass. The bug hit the water, and the angler 

stripped it once and let it sit, but nothing happened. He picked the bug up off the water and cast again. This time, as soon as the 

bug fell to the water, he started a steady stripping retrieve. Two large smallmouth moved toward the bug, and one of them inhaled 

it. 

 

Smallmouth take a wide range of surface patterns — from trout dry flies to deer-hair divers to foam poppers such as this Pencil 
Popper. Jack Hanrahan photo 

This experience — and many others like it — taught me to experiment if a particular retrieve doesn’t work. Good anglers 
constantly modify subtle things, such as the length of strip, length of pause, or the frequency with which they strip the fly back 
before pausing. Sometimes getting a fish to strike is as simple as knowing when to stop retrieving your fly and let the fish take it, 
or gently twitching your popper instead of stripping it back hard. Though I describe some general retrieving styles below, there 
isn’t a simple formula for catching bass. 

Many of the best anglers learn by experimenting with different retrieves after they have found one that works. How do you know 
the bass only wanted a fly stripped quickly if you don’t try anything other than stripping the fly quickly? This is one lesson you can 
learn from inquisitive anglers who experiment even if it means catching less fish. If all you do is fish a popper with a steady 
retrieve and you are catching fish, how do you know that it is the best technique? 
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One important thing to remember is that in most circumstances, the action you impart to the surface fly comes from the design of 
the fly and your stripping hand. Although there are exceptions, for the most part you should not use your rod tip to manipulate a fly 
you are retrieving. Waving the fly rod tip up and down or back and forth creates slack in your line that will prevent you from quickly 
and firmly setting the hook on a fish. 

Strip and Pause 

This method is possibly the most common retrieve. Begin with the tip of the rod just above the water’s surface, with the tip pointing 
down the fly line and in line with the popper. Pull or strip the fly line, forcing the popper to move toward the rod tip. Usually the 
length of the strip or pull can vary, but the popper should move about six inches at a time. Pause before stripping again. 
Smallmouth strike during the pause, so stay alert. This method portrays an injured or dying baitfish. 

Steady Retrieve 

In this retrieve, do not allow time for the fly to pause in between strips. This can be the most exciting of all retrieves. It portrays an 
escaping baitfish or even a land animal scurrying, panic-stricken, across the water’s surface. I have seen some large smallmouth 
attack the popper with vengeance when this technique was applied. Lefty Kreh favors this method when using his famous Lefty’s 
Bug. This retrieve can be deadly when stripped across stream. 

 

Bob Popovics, an angler experienced with the fickle moods of striped bass on the New Jersey coast, changed up his 
popper retrieve and was rewarded with a nice bass. 

Pop and Stop 

The pop and stop can be very effective in slow-moving, clear water. This retrieve varies from the strip and stop by only popping 
the popper and not allowing it to be 
stripped forward.This takes a little practice but can make up for the many strikes that otherwise would not occur. The time 
between the pop and stop can be adjusted and should be varied until the strikes start. Anglers who use this technique should be 
aware of subtle takes by large smallmouth that will, at times, inhale the popper without leaving any sign on the water’s surface. 
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Pop and Drift 

The pop and drift is used mainly in clear water with wary smallmouth. At times, smallmouth spook when anything hits the water’s 
surface and scurry for cover. The angler should be aware that noise sometimes deters strikes and should not move the popper 
until it drifts undisturbed over the water’s surface. These long drifts from at least three through ten feet will usually bring up a wary 
smallmouth. If no strike occurs during the drift, try moving the popper with a subtle pop or twitch. 

Dead Drift 

The dead drift can be employed during a hatch of insects or just used randomly.You can apply this technique by casting up or 
across stream. After the popper hits the water, let it drift motionless downstream. I like to use this dead drift method over boulder-
strewn bottoms or through current seams. I recall an instance where smallmouth would rise from behind a submerged boulder and 
take the popper as it drifted over the rear portion of the boulder. Large smallmouth often rise slowly to inspect the popper and then 
follow it as it drifts. At times, smallmouth will follow a drifting popping bug some distance before inhaling it. Smallmouth take 
drifting poppers subtly; in fact, some anglers take their eye off the bug for an instance and wonder where it got to when they try to 
find it. I have seen large bass look as if they are standing on their tails, with their noses directly under a drifting popper or Floating 
Minnow, for as long as five feet, and then without any disturbance, they inhale the fly. 

A variation on this technique is to cast the fly and, when all the rings have dissipated after it lands, give it a subtle twitch. 
Sometimes bass are too spooked to take a popper immediately after it lands on the water, and letting it sit for a moment before 
twitching it can work well. 

Many times, especially on windless days and super-calm, clear water, a bug that is left still for a few seconds and then twitched 
accounts for more strikes. Another trick is to cast the bug onto the water’s surface, especially where slow-moving current is 
noticeable, and let it naturally drift without imparting any action. These methods seem to tantalize bass that are found around 
many types of cover. Rock piles, lily pads, heavy surface grass, and downed trees usually call for a slow, quiet, tantalizing 
retrieve. When fishing this type of structure with a bug, adding a weedguard made from mono or wire is necessary in order to 
prevent hangups. 

Skating Retrieve 

The skating retrieve is popular with traditional trout dry-fly fishers of the East, who designed heavily hackled flies that would skate 
across the water’s surface, as well as steelhead and Atlantic salmon anglers. Skating a dry fly on the surface of the water is an 
exciting way to catch fish and a deadly and overlooked technique for bass. 
Heavily hackled flies lend themselves to this presentation, but anglers have reported great success with a Floating Minnow fished 
in this manner. It’s really very simple. Cast across and downstream at about a 45-degree angle to start. Follow the fly with your 
rod tip as it skates across the surface. When it reaches a point directly below you, twitch it a few times in case a bass has been 
following it, and then pick it up and cast it again.You can control the speed at which the fly travels across the surface of the water 
with mends. Mend upstream to slow the fly down, downstream to speed it up. 
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